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 (928) 688-3616 - PO. Box 39, Sanders AZ 86512


NOTICE OF MEETING

The Fire Board of the Puerco Valley Fire District will meet in regular session on January 8th, 2026, at 4:30 pm MST.  The meeting will be held at the Puerco Valley Fire Station in Sanders, Arizona. The meeting room will be accessible to the public at 4:15 pm MST. The Board may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A) (3) for legal advice with the district’s attorney on matters as set forth in the agenda.  Board Members or other participants may attend by telephonic conference.  The following items, topics, and any variables thereto, will be subject to Board consideration, discussion, approval, or other action.  All items are set for possible action.
MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: TIME   4:32PM

2. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS AND ATTENDEES Directors Toni Wood, Sandy Begay, Darla Basamania, and Linda Jones. Also present were Chief Prentice, Chief Wood, and Counsel Nicolas Cornelius (via phone).



3. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:
Discussion and consideration of comments and complaints from the public.  Those wishing to address the Puerco Valley Fire Board need not request permission in advance.  The Fire District Board is not permitted to discuss or take action on any item raised on the call to the public.  However, individual Board members may be permitted to respond to criticism directed to them.  Otherwise, the Board may direct that staff review the matter or that the matter be placed on a future agenda.  The Fire District Board cannot discuss or take legal action on any issue raised during the Call to the Public due to restrictions of the Open Meeting Law.



4. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A. Meeting of November 13th, 2025   

MOTION Linda SECOND Darla CARRIED 4-0






5. OLD BUSINESS:

A. [bookmark: _Hlk171327611][bookmark: _Hlk150177148]Status of CON matters/ Arizona Dept. of Health Services matters, Federal Grant matters, Audit Matters, Ambulance Matters, Accounting/CPA matters -Counsel/Chiefs

· AZDHS Matters- The ARCR and CAP were both turned in on time.
· Federal Grant Matters- The SAM.gov account has been renewed and Chief Wood will be putting in for grants this year. 
· Accounting/CPA Matters- Stanley Carpenter retired 12/31/2025. Our District was moved over to the new accounting firm, Colby & Powell. The employees are the same and they will continue working with us. 

B. Litigation matters: Snyder/DeSpain; DHS-Counsel

· DeSpain-All motions, responses, and replies have been submitted. The case is now in the process of being reviewed by the judge. We are waiting for the court to set a hearing date or judgement.
· Counsel Nicolas Cornelius was asked to reach out to the Attorney Generals Office to get an update. 
· Snyder- Jeff Matura is still moving along with the case. No updates currently.

C. DeSpain CON hearing at Office of Administrative Hearings -Counsel

· Still on the inactive calendar. 

6. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:

Correspondence
Fire Chief’s Report
· We have changed to a 3 on 3 off shift; the employees all agreed to change their lives around for the betterment of the District.
· We continue to have a paramedic on each shift.
· The employees agreed to all take pay cuts (including the Chiefs). 
· Chief Prentice and Chief Wood agreed that the firefighters get paid first. If there is not enough money to pay the Chiefs, they do not get paid.
· As of today, the Chiefs have missed 2 paychecks.
· Community members have donated cleaning supplies and coffee to the department. 
· Our mechanic, Everett, is currently maintaining all of our apparatus and has not been paid in 3 months. He will continue until we have extra funds to pay him.
· Chief Prentice is assisting the Concho Volunteer Fire District as an EMS Coordinator. This position requires 8 hours a month, and he may respond to MVAs in the area at night. This position will not interfere with his Fire Chief position with Puerco Valley. 
Expense Report
Financial Report 
Approval of Finances: MOTION Linda SECOND Darla CARRIED 4-0

7. [bookmark: _Hlk200373247]NEW BUSINESS:

A. Meetings with Navajo Nation representatives.

· The Chiefs have had several meetings with representatives from the Navajo Nation. There were 2 meetings with the Chapter Presidents for the Chapters in our District. The majority of them have drafted resolutions in support of our department. In December, Chief Wood did a presentation to the Law & Order Committee about our struggles. They were very receptive and said they will move forward to get us some assistance. 
B. DHS Notice of Investigation and District response. 

· Chief Wood drafted the reply to AZDHS and got it finalized with assistance from Counsel Nicolas Cornelius. The paperwork was all turned in on time and we are waiting for a reply. 
· Counsel Nicolas Cornelius was advised by the Board to reach out to AZDHS to get an update and attempt to get a copy of the original complaint. 


8.   EXECUTIVE SESSION:   TIME 4:58PM MOTION Darla SECOND Toni

A. Status of CON matters/ Arizona Dept. of Health Services matters, Federal Grant matters, Ambulance Matters, Accounting/CPA matters- Counsel/Chief Prentice/Tami 

B. Litigation Matters: Snyder/Despain- Counsel

C. DeSpain CON hearing at Office of Administrative Hearings- Counsel

D. DHS Notice of Investigation and District response.  



RETURN TO OPEN MEETING AT: 5:03PM


9. NEXT FIRE BOARD MEETING WILL BE ON February 12th at 4:30pm MST.

10. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION Darla SECOND Linda  @ 5:04PM
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