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 (928) 688-3616 - PO. Box 39, Sanders AZ 86512


NOTICE OF MEETING

The Fire Board of the Puerco Valley Fire District will meet in regular session on February 12th, 2026, at 4:30 pm MST.  The meeting will be held at the Puerco Valley Fire Station in Sanders, Arizona. The meeting room will be accessible to the public at 4:15 pm MST. The Board may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(1) through (9) for legal advice with the district’s attorney on matters as set forth in the agenda.  Board Members or other participants may attend by telephonic conference.  The following items, topics, and any variables thereto, will be subject to Board consideration, discussion, approval, or other action.  All items are set for possible action.
MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: TIME   4:32PM

2. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS AND ATTENDEES: Directors Toni Wood, Linda Jones, and Darla Basamania. Director Sandy Begay was absent. Also present were Chief Prentice, Chief Wood, Counsel Nicolas Cornelius, and Douglas Allsworth (via zoom). 



3. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:
Discussion and consideration of comments and complaints from the public.  Those wishing to address the Puerco Valley Fire Board need not request permission in advance.  The Fire District Board is not permitted to discuss or take action on any item raised on the call to the public.  However, individual Board members may be permitted to respond to criticism directed to them.  Otherwise, the Board may direct that staff review the matter or that the matter be placed on a future agenda.  The Fire District Board cannot discuss or take legal action on any issue raised during the Call to the Public due to restrictions of the Open Meeting Law.



4. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A. Meeting of January 8th, 2026 

MOTION Linda SECOND Darla CARRIED 3-0






5. OLD BUSINESS:

A. [bookmark: _Hlk171327611][bookmark: _Hlk150177148]Status of CON matters/ Arizona Dept. of Health Services matters, Federal Grant matters, Audit Matters, Ambulance Matters, Accounting/CPA matters -Counsel/Chiefs

B. Litigation matters: Snyder/DeSpain; DHS-Counsel

· Counsel Douglas Allsworth was directed by the Board during Executive Session to proceed as instructed regarding mediation. 

C. DeSpain CON hearing at Office of Administrative Hearings -Counsel

D. Meetings with Navajo Nation representatives
· On 2/6/2026, Chief Prentice, Chief Wood, Director Wood, Firefighters Leonard and McGraw went to a meeting in Window Rock at the President’s Office. This meeting was with representatives from the Navajo Nation President’s Office was well as heads of other departments from the Navajo Nation. The Chief of Staff for the Navajo Nation said they would like to move forward with assisting the Puerco Valley Fire District in some way. There will be more meetings in the near future to decide how assistance will occur. 

6. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:

Correspondence
Fire Chief’s Report
· Our crews have not missed any calls or had to use mutual aid since changing to our new schedule.
· All EMTs have all STR training except IV completed.
Expense Report
Financial Report 
Approval of Finances: MOTION Linda SECOND Darla CARRIED 3-0   





7. [bookmark: _Hlk200373247]NEW BUSINESS:

A. Radio user agreement with Sanders Unified School District
· The agreement will be between the Puerco Valley Fire District and the Safety & Security Supervisor, David Wood, with the Sanders Unified School District. The agreement allows the Safety & Security Supervisor and his Security Guards to use our radio frequency for emergencies only. This will be used to set up landing zones at the high school or to assist PVFD employees with finding calls they are responding to. 

Approval of Radio User Agreement MOTION Darla   SECOND Linda CARRIED 3-0

B. FDAT-Linda
· Director Jones asked about the Fire District Assistance Tax and if we would be able to ask about receiving that money, since it comes from the State, and not the county. Counsel Cornelius advised that he would draft a letter to send to Apache County.

C. Getting back the vehicles from the mechanics-Linda
· Director Jones asked again about the vehicles that our mechanic still has. These include “Phantom”, our first fire engine, and our other two engines. Chief Wood advised she would follow up with the mechanic and ask when we will be getting the vehicles back.

D. Board discussion about the employment status of Chief Prentice
· Chief Prentice advised the Board that he will be retiring at the end of February due to some health care challenges. Chief Prentice sent an email to Counsel Cornelius on 2/11/26 stating he would be retiring. Chief Prentice will stay on until the end of the month to make sure the transition is smooth and the crews are prepared. Chief Prentice worked 39 years in the Fire Service and will be greatly missed.


8.   EXECUTIVE SESSION:   TIME 4:35 PM MOTION Darla SECOND Linda

Pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A), the Fire Board may go into Executive Session to receive legal advice regarding the following matters: 

A. Status of CON matters/ Arizona Dept. of Health Services matters, Federal Grant matters, Ambulance Matters, Accounting/CPA matters- legal advice re: same: Counsel/Chief Prentice/Chief Wood; additional legal counsel Doug Allswirth 

B. Status Litigation Matters: Snyder/Despain- Counsel

C. Status DeSpain CON hearing at Office of Administrative Hearings- Counsel

D. Legal advice re: the employment status of Chief Prentice


RETURN TO OPEN MEETING AT: 5:06PM.


9. NEXT FIRE BOARD MEETING WILL BE ON March 12th at 3:30pm MST.

10. ADJOURNMENT: MOTION  Darla  SECOND Toni  @ 5:34PM
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